Children’s Sermon
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Title: Getting into Camp Winnekeag
Theme: We don’t have to pay money or fill out forms to go to heaven; God knows those who love Him and believe in Jesus.
Object: Package of forms for registration at Camp Winnekeag.
Text: John 3:16
This text is the best know and best loved verse in the Bible.
It is often called the gospel in a nut shell: 
This one little verse is a good summary of the good news we call the gospel.
Everyone who has ever sinned is condemned to eternal death.
But this verse tells us that everyone who believes in Jesus and trust in Him to forgive their sins will not perish, he won’t die, but he will have eternal life instead.  Is that good news???
How many have ever gone to Camp Winnkeag?  How many love Camp Winnekeag?  It’s the greatest place, isn’t it?
Do you hope there’s a place like Camp Winnekeag in heaven?  Won’t that be great? We’ll be able to stay two weeks or three weeks or maybe even live there all summer!!!
Well I’m really excited because tomorrow our family is going to Family Camp at Camp Winnekeag. 
We’ve been looking forward to this day all year long.
But in order to get into Camp Winnekeag, you have to fill out the forms for registration.
Here’s the forms required to get into Camp Winnekeag.  [Go through the complexity of the forms]
I hate filling out these form; but if you don’t fill them out they won’t let you into Camp Winnekeag.
Here’s another thing.  In order to get into Camp Winnekeag, you have to pay a lot of money.
For Family Camp, it’s like $1,000 for one week.  And if you don’t pay on time, they charge you $50 more.
Of course, we love Camp Winnekeag so much that we don’t mind filling out the forms and paying the money.
But you know what I think?  I think it’s easier to get into heaven than it is to get into Camp Winnekeag.
You don’t have to pay anything, and there’s no forms to fill out!!!
The Bible says that eternal life is a gift from God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We receive eternal life by receiving Jesus as our Savior and Lord.
We believe that He is the Son of God.
We believe that He died for our sins.
We believe that He forgives our sins when we say we’re sorry and ask Him to forgive us.
And when we believe in Him, He promises us eternal life rather than eternal death.
We don’t have to pay because eternal life is a gift from God.
And we don’t have to fill out a form because God knows what’s in our hearts.
Would you like the free gift of eternal life in heaven where it can be Camp Winnekeag every day?
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