Children’s Sermon
Date: 7/9/2016
Title: Your Purpose
Theme: Our purpose is to love God and enjoy Him forever.
Object: Keys to a car I no longer have
Text: Isaiah 43:7 (NKJV) Everyone who is called by My name, Whom I have created for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I have made him.”
I have in my hand this morning a key.
What do you think this key goes to?  What do you think the purpose of this key is?
This key used to have a very important purpose:  Its purpose was to unlock and start up a Toyota Avalon car.  
Who would like to have this key?  You can have it because it no longer has a useful purpose for me.
I traded in the Toyota Avalon several years ago and I no longer own it, so this key has no purpose to me.
Look around you.  Everything you see has a purpose.
The purpose of the pews is to have a place to sit.  The purpose of the table is to hold the offering plates and the flowers.  The purpose of the podium is to hold the speakers Bible and notes.
When something has a useful purpose we keep it around and use it.
When something no longer has a useful purpose, we throw it in the garbage or trash.
Let’s say you go to the refrigerator and take out a container of yogurt.  What do you do with the container after you have eaten the yogurt?  (You throw it away.)
Now when the yogurt container was created at the factory, it had a very useful purpose.  The yogurt maker put the yogurt in it, sold it to the store, your mom picked it off the shelf, put it in her cart, paid for it, brought it home, put it in the frig, and you held the container while you ate the yogurt.
Even things in the garbage can were created with a purpose in mind.
Everything that we make has a purpose.
The same is true for God.  He had a purpose in creating everything that He made: the sun, the moon, the stars, the earth, the plants, the animals, and mankind.  They all were created for a purpose.
What was the purpose for which God created us?  Do we have a purpose, and if so, what is it?
In our text of scripture this morning, God tells Isaiah why we were created: God says we were created for His glory.
What does that really mean?  
In the Bible Moses asked God to show him His glory.  
And God told Moses that He would make all His goodness to pass before him.  
So the glory of God is the goodness of God.
And when the Lord passed in front of Moses He described his goodness to Moses.  Here’s what the Lord said:  The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion, and sin.
So the glory of God is the goodness of God, and the goodness of God is all the different ways that God loves us.
Here’s our purpose; here’s why God created us.
[bookmark: _GoBack]He created us to love us, to be His children and His friends forever, and He wants us to love Him back.
Do you like to be loved?  I do!
Jesus loved you so much that He died for your sins on the cross.  Do you love Him for that?
If you make Jesus your best friend, He will make you His friend forever.
And you will fulfill the purpose for which you were created.
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